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Walk this way
It’s been several decades since this was last seen on the
St. Mary’s University campus: graduating students walking
through the front doors of St. Louis Hall and across campus on
their way to Commencement.
The tradition returned at the Spring Commencement, at
which 463 graduates were awarded bachelor’s, master’s or
doctoral degrees. Graduates wound across campus from
St. Louis Hall to the Alumni Athletics & Convocation Center,
along the way passing campus landmarks, such as Assumption
Chapel, the Barrett Memorial Bell Tower, the University Center
and the Cotrell Learning Commons.
Stuart Parker (M.B.A. ’95), CEO of USAA, was the guest
speaker. Honorary doctorates were presented to longtime
St. Mary’s University supporters the Honorable Lila Cockrell,
who is a former mayor of San Antonio, and Rosemary Kowalski,
who is the co-founder of Catering by Rosemary (now the RK
Group) and a St. Mary’s University Trustee Emerita.
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A journey to the center of
our Catholic faith
by Thomas M. Mengler, St. Mary’s University President
The most distinctive characteristic of St. Mary’s — that we are

Catholic and Marianist — finds voice in our mission statement:

“St. Mary’s University, as a Catholic and Marianist University, fosters
the formation of people in faith and educates leaders for the common
good …” Our mission, which the Marianist brothers have nurtured
since 1852, inspires our graduates to live purposeful personal and
professional lives, grounded in faith.

But times have changed, and the number of professed Marianists

continues to diminish. Today, the duty to sustain our Catholic and

Marianist identity rests increasingly on the shoulders of our lay faculty
and staff, our Board of Trustees, our alumni and me.

With that in mind, my wife Mona and I recently journeyed to Rome

and the Vatican as delegates of the Association of Catholic Colleges

and Universities (ACCU). Under the leadership of St. Mary’s alumnus
From left: Tom Mengler, Mona Mengler, Pamela
Galligan-Stierle and Michael Galligan-Stierle pose
on a rooftop overlooking St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

Michael Galligan-Stierle, Ph.D. (B.A. ’72), the ACCU acts as the
principal voice for Catholic higher education in the United States.

I serve on the ACCU Board of Directors because I believe American
higher education is one of God’s gifts to the 1 million young adults
who attend the 200 Catholic universities in this country.

As the ambassador for U.S. Catholic universities, the ACCU views the relationship of Catholic universities with the Holy

See as vital — just as important, for example, as the St. Mary’s relationship with the Archdiocese of San Antonio and its

Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller. In the words of St. John Paul II in Ex corde Ecclesiae, a Catholic university is “essential to [the

Church’s] growth and to the development of Christian culture and human progress.” St. Mary’s has a responsibility for formation
of our students and graduates and also for the greater Catholic and Christian community.

The principal purpose of our trip was to bring the good news of American Catholic higher education to Vatican officials.

Here’s one incredible data point we underscored: 40 percent of the lay leadership in Catholic parishes in the U.S. graduated
from Catholic colleges and universities. I spoke to Vatican officials about the ways in which St. Mary’s is introducing our
students, faculty and staff, as well as the San Antonio community, to Holy Scriptures through The Saint John’s Bible, our
Escobedo scriptural lecture series and our Let There Be Light art exhibit, to name a few.

There was an educational feature to our trip too. We learned a great deal about the Vatican’s inner workings, the charisms

of our many religious orders and our Catholic faith. One highlight was an audience with Pope Francis, along with several
thousand of our closest friends, in the piazza of St. Peter’s Basilica.

Mona and I had a special purpose for traveling to Rome — to visit the offices of the Society of Mary’s Superior General,

which are located just outside Rome’s historic walls and very near the Catacombs of the early Christians. We were privileged
to meet with the Superior General and join the celebration of Brother Lester Kaehler’s 60th anniversary as a Marianist.

As work goes, spending four days in Rome is a pretty good gig. Mona and I are grateful for the opportunity to speak about

St. Mary’s with Vatican officials. We left Rome more inspired than ever to continue St. Mary’s important mission, as a Catholic
Marianist University, of transforming the lives of hundreds of young men and women each year.
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CAMPUSNEWS
$2 million gift boosts
Risk Management program

Law alumni donate $1 million
to support law student success

Tom and Leti Contreras have made another
landmark gift to their alma mater: $2 million
to the Risk Management program in the
Greehey School of Business.
Their donation will endow the Contreras
Family Executive in Residence and the Risk
Management Student Success Fund. In 2014,
they gave $1.12 million to build a pub and
social gathering space on campus, as well as to
support the golf teams.
The Contreras Family Executive in
Residence will be a professional from the risk
management and insurance industry with
significant executive experience and a passion
for helping students achieve success. The
Risk Management Student Success Fund will
be devoted to a variety of student activities,
such as attending national professional
conferences and competitions, hosting events
that allow for student engagement with
industry professionals, and providing financial
assistance to students with out-of-town
internships.
“Tom and Leti Contreras continue their
legacy of giving back to St. Mary’s, and we
couldn’t be more grateful,” said President
Thomas Mengler. “This is an additional boost
to the outstanding learning environment
cultivated by Dean Tanuja Singh and her
faculty in the Greehey School of Business.”

School of Law alumni the Honorable Mary
Anne Bramblett and Coll Bramblett of El
Paso have donated $1 million to endow the
second year of the School of Law’s innovative
legal skills curriculum, called the Law Success
Program.
The Law Success Program provides law
students with three years of personalized
instruction and testing on the skills that form
the basis of law school exams, the bar exam
and prepare them for legal careers.
The second year of the program, now
renamed the Bramblett Second-Year Success
Program, enables law students to gain
advanced skills in the areas of technical
reading, writing, editing, analyzing arguments
and espousing a strong work ethic.
Law Success instructors will individually
evaluate second-year law students in each skill
and provide them with data-driven approaches
for improvement. Second-year students will
also have access to workshops, counselors and
follow-up assessments.
The Brambletts have a longstanding
relationship with the School of Law. Coll and
Mary Anne Bramblett met while attending
the School of Law and earned their Doctors of
Jurisprudence in 1980 and 1981, respectively.
Mary Anne Bramblett served as judge of the
41st District Court in El Paso County from
1989 until retiring in 2012. Coll Bramblett
built a career as a personal injury attorney.

Marta Moipei, a Music
major pictured center
stage, performs as Count
Barigoule in the St. Mary’s
University Department of
Music’s Opera Workshop’s
production of Cendrillon
(Cinderella).
MISSION
St. Mary’s University,
as a Catholic Marianist University,
fosters the formation of people in faith
and educates leaders for the common good
through community, integrated liberal arts
and professional education,
and academic excellence.
4 | w w w. s t m a r y t x . e d u

Robbins honored with
endowed professorship
Economists and St. Mary’s alumni
Gastón Sosa de la Torre and Marisol Arteaga
Gonzalez have given $1 million to the
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
to endow the Roy Robbins Professorship in
Economics.
The couple wanted to show their gratitude
to their former professor, Roy Robbins, Ph.D.
Sosa de la Torre and Arteaga Gonzalez met
while attending St. Mary’s and, now married,
have remained close with Robbins, who has
been a St. Mary’s faculty member since 1983.
With this professorship, St. Mary’s is poised
to further its standing in the Southwest as a
premier institution to study Economics. The
regional economy and U.S.-Mexico/Latin
American economic relations will be a focus of
the Economics curriculum.
“The professorship will honor Roy’s
commitment to our students for generations
to come, as well as highlight St. Mary’s as a
center for economic studies between the U.S.
and Latin America,” said President Thomas
Mengler.
Gastón Sosa de la Torre graduated with
bachelor’s degrees in Economics and Political
Science in 1992. Marisol Arteaga Gonzalez
graduated with degrees in Economics and
Mathematics in 1991.

New dean selected for School of
Humanities and Social Sciences
St. Mary’s University has welcomed a new
Dean of the School of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Christopher Frost, Ph.D. Frost was
previously the Senior Vice President and Vice
President of Academic Affairs at St. Joseph’s
College in New York.

creative strategic leadership for the fields
of humanities and social sciences and their
foundational role in providing a comprehensive
and quality liberal arts education.
Frost received his undergraduate degree
from Baylor University before going to
Boston University, where he earned an M.A.
in Psychology of Religion and a Ph.D. in
Psychology and Interdisciplinary Studies.
Janet Dizinno, Ph.D., retired in May after
almost 20 years as dean. She will return to
teaching after taking a sabbatical.

St. Mary’s recognized among
Colleges of Distinction
St. Mary’s University recently became one
of about 300 schools in the nation recognized
as one of the Colleges of Distinction. An
honor, not a ranking, Colleges of Distinction
focuses on four areas: engaged students, great
teaching, vibrant community and successful
outcomes.
The Colleges of Distinction methodology
is a mix of qualitative and quantitative
information gathered from college admission
experts around the country. High school
counselors and college administrators make
nominations, and each school is evaluated on
key indicators including student engagement,
student empowerment and curricular
innovation. Colleges that have distinguished
themselves in each of the four areas and
have a demonstrated dedication to enriching
student outcomes through innovative learning
opportunities are invited to join Colleges of
Distinction.
The selection process also includes a
review of each institution’s freshman
experience, as well as its general education
program, strategic plan, and alumni success
and satisfaction measures.

Peace and Justice Fellow named

Frost
Before his time at St. Joseph’s College,
Frost served in several administrative positions
at Texas State University and San Diego State
University, where he was the Associate Dean
of Undergraduate Studies and named Professor
Emeritus. He has a record of advocacy and

Jillian Pierucci, Ph.D., Assistant Professor
of Psychology, has been named the 2017-2018
Speed Peace and Justice Fellow at St. Mary’s
University.
Her project, Early Childhood Intervention
and Care for Children in Zambia, Africa, aims
to develop strategies to deliver support services
for African children in Lusaka, who are living
with developmental disabilities and without
vital early intervention services, so they may
reach their full potential.
The Edward and Linda Speed Peace and
Justice Fellows Program for the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences is made
possible by a gift from Ed Speed (B.B.A. ’70,
M.A. ’86) and his wife, Linda. The program
supports scholarship that advances Catholic
social teaching, human rights, social justice
and peace building.

Gold & Blue feature wins gold;
University website awarded silver
The Council for Advancement and
Support of Education (CASE), which is the
recognized organization for communications,
fundraising and alumni relations in higher
education, has honored St. Mary’s University’s
communication efforts, both in print and web.
SINGING, DANCING
AND DOCTORING
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20
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A window
into another
world
Business students
teach — and learn
— during India
immersion trip.

14

Gold & Blue Summer 2016
St. Mary’s took second in the regional
competition for its website design and
navigation, which was refreshed and unveiled
last year as the primary marketing tool for
prospective students and the public. The Gold
& Blue magazine cover story Entrepreneurs
Abroad — St. Mary’s students travel to India to
teach business development in Bangalore’s slums,
which was published in the summer 2016
issue, took first place.

Dean and professor receive accolades
Tanuja Singh, D.B.A., Dean of the
Greehey School of Business and Professor
of Marketing, was inducted to the 2017
San Antonio Women’s Hall of Fame.
The Hall of Fame honors outstanding
women leaders who have made significant
and enduring contributions in their respective
fields. Also among the 16 women recognized
was alumna Paula Gold-Williams (B.B.A.
’84), President and CEO of CPS Energy.
Marketing Professor Mathew Joseph,
Ph.D., was awarded the 2017 Lifetime
Achievement Award by the Marketing for
Higher Education Special Interest Group
(SIG), within the American Marketing
Association. The Lifetime Achievement
Award honors a marketing scholar who has
demonstrated distinct accomplishments
and dedication to higher education in the
marketing discipline.
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Mistaken identity

St. Mary’s? Saint Mary’s? Mount St. Mary’s?
Mix a Snapchat snafu with
misdirected tweets by rabid
hoops fans, throw in a reporter’s
curiosity and a little social media
creativity, and what you get is
a hilarious story on page one
of the Wall Street Journal,
featuring your very own
St. Mary’s Rattlers. Here’s
a glimpse of how it came
together. For the full
sequence of events,
go to bit.ly/wsj_stmu.

CAMPUSNEWS
Business students shine
at national competitions
Undergraduate students from the Greehey
School of Business continue to command the
spotlight at national competitions.
Irving Tochez, Eyerusalem Debebe, Susana
Salinas and Ivis Palacios placed second in the
Free Trade Alliance International Business
Plan Competition. The students developed
a business plan for a new mock company,
Second Chance Fruits and Vegetables, and
then presented their plan.
The St. Mary’s Enactus team competed
in Kansas City, Missouri, at the Enactus
Nationals Competition, winning in the
opening round and taking third place in
their league. The St. Mary’s team included
Guillermo Avelar, junior Marketing major;
Metzery Cantu, junior Biology major; Rosa
Cruz Cove, senior Biology major; Jose Parrilla,
senior Information Systems major; Lucia Paz,
senior Management major; and Jassmyn Stevens,
sophomore International Relations major.
Teams of students develop and implement
business projects that aim to improve the living
conditions of communities around the world.
Enactus is a community of student, academic
and business leaders committed to using the
power of entrepreneurial action to transform
lives and shape a more sustainable world.

St. Mary’s Law honors 100th birthday
of Henry B. González with Gran Final
The St. Mary’s School of Law honored the
culmination of the centennial year of Henry B.
González’s birth with a Gran Final celebration
in May with the Honorable Henry Cisneros,
former U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development and mayor of San Antonio, as
the master of ceremonies.
Born during the Mexican Revolution
to parents who fled its violence, González
(LL.B. ’43, LL.D. ’65) became the first
Hispanic Texas state senator, then the first
Hispanic to represent Texas in the U.S. House
of Representatives. Throughout his career, he
championed social justice in the tradition of
his alma mater, the St. Mary’s School of Law.
The event was a collaboration involving the
School of Law, Professor of History Teresa
Van Hoy and her Public History students,
and the González family.
“When Henry B. was born a century ago,
America had much to learn about the gifts
that Mexican-American families were eager
to contribute,” said Stephen M. Sheppard,
J.S.D., Dean of the School of Law. “His
leadership as a civic official, senator and
congressman not only paved the way for
America to enjoy these gifts, but also
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strengthened America’s democracy. We
celebrate his life and contributions and their
continuing significance to American law.”
The Gran Final included a preview of a
documentary on his life and legacy, with
interviews of many well-known local and
national politicians. It also included the first
public viewing of the declassified FBI file
of Henry B. González, which includes
revelations regarding death threats he received
in the 1970s and reforms he proposed to FBI
officials in the wake of a Civil Rights-era
church bombing.

National Science Foundation grant
funds innovative Biology curriculum
The Department of Biological Sciences has
received a National Science Foundation grant
that will further enhance the University’s
Biology curriculum.
Biological Sciences Professor Colette
Daubner, Ph.D., is leading the grant, which
will fund the implementation and assessment
of a new laboratory curriculum to help students
gain valuable scientific research experience
early in their academic careers.
The grant will support teaching assistant
salaries, computer software to analyze
protein structures, and travel costs to attend
conferences. It will allow St. Mary’s students
and faculty to work collaboratively with other
academic institutions, including Rochester
Institute of Technology and California
Polytechnic State University.

The Rattler brings home 23 awards
The staff of the University’s student
newspaper, The Rattler, raked in 23 awards at
the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association’s
2017 convention.
Among more than 500 participants from
nearly 50 colleges and universities, St. Mary’s
staffers earned first-place awards in the
following individual categories: Illustration,
Sports Feature Story, Sports Action Photo,
News Story and Single Subject Presentation,
and Television Advertising.

Maciel named Academic All-American
Men’s Tennis senior Michael Maciel
has added CoSIDA Academic All-American
to the long list of honors he received at
St. Mary’s.
Maciel, who was named to the Academic
All-America Second Team, helped lead the
Men’s Tennis program to its first appearance
at the NCAA national championship
tournament. He finished the season with a
15-6 record in doubles and an 8-7 mark in
singles. Maciel graduated in May with a degree
in Finance and Risk Management.
This adds to a lengthy list of awards
that includes being named the Heartland
Conference Scholar-Athlete of the Year last
season and earning the prestigious Arthur
Ashe Jr. Sportsmanship and Leadership
Award as a freshman.

Kearney leads StMU Golf
to unprecedented success
First-year St. Mary’s Golf coach Thomas
Kearney led the women’s team to a fifth-place
finish at the NCAA national championship
for the school’s best-ever finish at the
tournament. Kearney also led the men to
their first Heartland Conference championship
in eight years.
Kearney was one of three St. Mary’s head
coaches to earn Heartland Conference Coach
of the Year honors, as he was named the
league’s Women’s Golf Coach of the Year.
Donna Fields and Lisa Dausin joined him,
earning Softball and Women’s/Men’s Tennis
Coach of the Year honors, respectively.

Women’s Tennis duo earns
All-American honors
Women’s Tennis duo Kaylin Kruseman
and Tyra Timm were honored by the
Intercollegiate Tennis Association as
All-Americans in doubles.
Both juniors, Kruseman and Timm
helped lead the Rattlers to a fifth-consecutive
Heartland Conference championship and a
fourth-consecutive trip to the NCAA national
championship tournament.
The pair combined to go 20-2 in dual
doubles play, accounting for 40 percent of the
team’s doubles victories this season.

A team effort
Hannah Michel, No. 00, is greeted by
her softball teammates moments after
scoring the tying run against Rogers
State this spring. By season’s end,
St. Mary’s Softball claimed its 16th
Heartland Conference Championship
in 17 years and helped propel Rattler
Athletics to one of its best finishes
in the Learfield Director’s Cup final
standings. St. Mary’s teams combined
to lead all Heartland Conference
schools as 77th in the nation, which
is the fourth time in five years the
Rattlers finished in the top 80 of
the Director’s Cup.
Photo by Antonio Morano
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The St. Mary’s University Alumni Association
announces the 2017 recipients of the

St. Mary’s University

Distinguished Alumni
Award

Erika Gonzalez-Reyes, M.D. (B.S. ’98)

Stuart Parker (M.B.A. ’95)

“The spirit of community and dedication to
mentorship at St. Mary’s empowered me
to believe in myself and established a lasting
foundation of faith and service to the community.”

“My classes at St. Mary’s reinforced the value of
teamwork, creativity and an entrepreneurial mindset,
skills that have helped me to fulfill my purpose. I am
fortunate to be at USAA, where our mission is to help
military families achieve financial security.”

CEO and Medical Director, South Texas
Allergy & Asthma Medical Professionals

CEO, USAA

Doris Slay-Barber (B.A. ’74)

Coordinator for Student Data Services,
Northside Independent School District (Retired)

“The Marianist priests, brothers and sisters helped me fulfill
the personal goal I made as a promise to my grandparents —
to always help others and to give back to my community.”

Distinguished
Alumni Dinner
Friday, Sept. 8, 2017

6 p.m., Reception
7 p.m., Dinner and Awards
Omni San Antonio Hotel at the Colonnade
Admission: $100 per person. Sponsorships are available.
For more information or to purchase your ticket, visit alumni.stmarytx.edu/dad.

Staring history
in the face

Photo by L’Osservatore Romano

Anthony Selvanathan, far left, extends his hand to greet Pope Francis, far right, during a visit to Vatican City.
by Anndria Flores (B.A. ’12, M.A. ’16)
years ago. He joined Hanneken and other
scholars, discovering and photographing erased
writing in the Jubilees, a biblical text written
around the time of Christ. Together, they
stared history in the face.
For the aspiring theologian, it was
inspiring to see Hanneken and other scholars
pick up archaic manuscripts and translate
ancient Greek and Latin.
“Dr. Hanneken knows so many languages,
and the versatility of his technology is
not limited to just studying manuscripts
or writings, but can be used to study and
examine artwork and artifacts as well,”
Selvanathan said. “Working with him was
one of the biggest benefits.”
And, thanks to distance learning,
Selvanathan continued his graduate course
work while there. With history literally at his
fingertips, class discussions came to life.
“We would talk about something in class,
like where St. Paul was martyred, and I could
say, ‘I’ve been to that place.’” he said.
Selvanathan also met Pope Francis while
sightseeing in Vatican City, and a Vatican
photographer captured the moment.
“It was really indescribable,” he said.
“When Pope Francis looks at you, he makes
you feel like you’re the only person in the

room. You feel like the presence of God is in
him — he radiates that.” ■

Photo by Claudio Bader

Sight unseen and armed with faith,
Anthony Selvanathan traveled more than
3,600 miles from his home in Hawaii after
graduating from Chaminade University to
pursue a Master of Arts in Theology at
St. Mary’s University.
Selvanathan felt that his journey was part of
a calling: to use and expand his knowledge of
religious studies to help people navigate their
spiritual journey with God.
“I’ve always been involved in ministry
since I was a kid. My family has a strong
commitment to the Blessed Virgin Mary, so
coming to a Marianist school made sense.
We look to Mary as a model we should strive
to emulate,” he said.
Soon after arriving at St. Mary’s, he had
an offer to work with Todd Hanneken, Ph.D.,
Associate Professor of Theology, as a graduate
researcher.
Hanneken’s Jubilees Palimpsest Project uses
state-of-the-art imaging technology that he
developed to reveal writings in ancient books
and manuscripts that have not been visible to
the human eye for hundreds of years.
In January, Selvanathan headed to Milan,
Italy, where he spent five weeks working in
the Ambrosian Library, one of Milan’s first
public libraries, established more than 400

Selvanathan, a Theology
graduate student, stands in
the Ambrosian Library, one
of Milan’s first public libraries,
where he participated in a
graduate research assignment.
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ON T HE R ISE ,
TOGE T HER
Lynda Ellis’ collaborative leadership style
is the foundation of her success.

by Jasmine DeLeon (B.A. ’11, M.A. ’15)

L

ynda Ellis’ first rule of leadership is to connect personally with employees and clients, to always
ask what they need, and what is — or isn’t — working.
“Years ago, when I was very young and working for another company, no one asked what was
important to us, how could we be more effective,” said Ellis (B.S. ’81). “I wondered, why aren’t
they asking?”
She believes leaders should not assume they know it all. Ellis learned a lot simply by asking what
most irritates a new team — it’s a tricky but important leadership method that helps her know more
about the company while establishing trust and transparency with employees.
“No one has all the answers,” said Ellis, who is the owner, president and CEO of Capitol
Concierge, Inc., based in the Washington, D.C., area. “The notion of being open to hearing what
you may not want to hear is important.”
Ellis’ leadership style is working. Under her direction, Capitol Concierge has become the nation’s
largest provider of concierge services for commercial office properties, upscale apartments
and condominiums, retail shopping malls, private corporations and individuals.
She credits her St. Mary’s University education with preparing her for her future. She came to
the University as a married student with a teenaged daughter, three part-time jobs and a strong
determination to succeed.
“When I was at St. Mary’s, I was going through a difficult time. St. Mary’s, the people there,
supported me,” she said.
Ellis gives the example of longtime Philosophy Professor Brother John Totten, S.M., who noticed
she had registered for what would have been her third class from him. “He said, ‘I see that you’ve
enrolled in my class. I’ve taken you out. You need other people’s perspective.’”
For Ellis, this was an embodiment of the St. Mary’s spirit.
Today, she wears many hats: CEO, entrepreneur, mentor, member of the St. Mary’s University
Board of Trustees, wife and mother. But she is particularly proud of being able to keep a healthy
balance in her life.
“Business is business, and family is family,” said Ellis, who has blended the two by having family
members working alongside her. Ellis’ husband is the contract manager, her son is a recruiter, and
her daughter is vice president of marketing.
In 2016, Ellis was recognized with the Profiles in Success Award, which is presented to business
leaders in the Washington, D.C., area who consistently demonstrate character, chemistry and caring.
While she appreciates the recognition, she believes her success is the result of many peoples’ efforts.
“You cannot rise without helping others up,” Ellis said.
This is why she celebrates others’ success and encourages a collaborative spirit by mentoring
young professionals.
“If I’m achieving, others are achieving. That is how companies grow.” ■
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Photo by Sarah Brooke Lyons

C ourtroom
Juggernauts

Sophia George, from left, who is a rising third-year law student,
William “Billy” Calve (J.D. ’17) and Devin deBruyn (J.D. ’17) won
the 2017 national championship at the American Bar Association’s
National Appellate Advocacy Competition.
12 | w w w. s t m a r y t x . e d u

St. Mary’s Law External Advocacy Program celebrates
legacy of wins with another national championship
by Jennifer R. Lloyd (M.B.A. ’16)
When Sophia George began her legal
studies at St. Mary’s University School of
Law, she was set against doing litigation
work after graduation.
“I didn’t want to argue in court,” said
George, now on the cusp of her third year
of law school. “I was kind of scared.”
Now George and her teammates William
“Billy” Calve (J.D. ’17) and Devin deBruyn
(J.D. ’17) are as comfortable speaking before
a panel of judges as they are posing next
to the glass trophy honoring their recent
national championship at the American
Bar Association’s National Appellate
Advocacy Competition.
In a rare achievement for any U.S. law
school, St. Mary’s Law students won this
elite honor two years in a row. Calve was
a member of both teams.
“Winning ABA even once is an honor,”
he said. “To have come back and defended
that title was an incredible feeling.”
Calve likened the energy of competition
to riding a roller coaster.
“There’s a lot of anticipation before you
start. And then once you’re over that first hill
… you just kind of buckle in,” said Calve,
as George added, “and enjoy the ride.”
But the real magic of the advocacy
programs at St. Mary’s is not the wins. It’s the
development of skill and confidence through
hundreds of hours of effort, said head coach
Ricky J. Poole (J.D. ’90).
Since the launch of the law school’s
formal advocacy programs in 2000, St. Mary’s
teams have brought home 30 state, regional
and national championships — netting a
major competition win nearly every year.
Poole has been a coach from the start and has
seen the transformation in students unfold
time and again.
“You have some students who come in
and are talented but not at their potential,”

Poole said. “I can see them progress from one
level of talent to something that’s absolutely
extraordinary.”
Poole said deBruyn, for instance, came
into the program wanting only to write
briefs. But he, ultimately, snagged the title
of second-best speaker at a competition, as
well as earning recognition for writing the
fifth-best brief in the nation for the ABA
championship.
The advocacy programs at St. Mary’s,
which Professor of Law David Schlueter,
J.D., LL.M., helped organize, include the
External Advocacy Program (teams in
competitions like the ABA championship),
the trial advocacy curriculum and the Board
of Advocates, which is a student organization
that runs internal competitions.
The External Advocacy Program prepares
students for three types of competition: mock
trial, negotiations and moot court.
For those uninitiated in the world
of advocacy, mock trial mimics the kinds
of situations TV viewers are most used to
seeing — think Perry Mason. Students on
negotiations teams receive a legal problem
and must act as lawyers representing a side.
Moot court tournaments, like the ABA
competition, reflect the appellate courtroom,
such as the U.S. Supreme Court, in which
students argue the law before a judicial panel
and write a brief to convince the court to
decide in their favor.
DeBruyn said moot court participation
allows students “to get underneath the law
in some ways, to explore the underlying
reasons or rational or policy considerations
behind the law.”
Beyond the trophies and glory, students
emerge from the program with a finely honed
set of practice-ready skills, said Schlueter,
who is wrapping up his 17 years as Director
of Advocacy and plans to continue teaching.

Many advocacy alumni have gone on to work
in trial and appellate courtrooms and around
negotiation tables, he said.
Beth Watkins (J.D. ’02) of Watkins
Appeals PLLC was on the moot court team
that took home the ABA championship
in 2002 — the first time St. Mary’s won
the trophy — and was recognized as the
competition’s best speaker.
Describing herself as “painfully shy and
terrified of public speaking” before joining the
team, she credits that experience as the reason
she became an appellate lawyer and credits
the program with bringing tremendous
prestige to St. Mary’s.
“I was not born with great public
speaking and advocacy skills, but as a result
of countless practice rounds, I developed
those skills and eventually won a national
competition,” Watkins said. “Now, those
skills form the foundation of my livelihood.”
She is one of the hundreds of students
ushered through the advocacy programs over
the years who benefited from being armed
with advocacy skills.
Through the journey, students also find
new meaning in the law they’ve studied in
order to compete.
At one regional competition, a girl from
the audience came up to George and told
her the fictional case that the team had
been arguing about a college student
sexually assaulted at a party was similar to
an experience she had endured. The girl told
the team that she was glad there would be
lawyers like them advocating for people in
her situation. That comment, with its real-life
repercussions, sticks with George still.
“When you graduate, it’s not about
winning a round. It’s about getting justice
for your client,” George said. ■

External Advocacy Program national championships since 2000
2002
ABA National
Appellate Advocacy
Competition

2012
Federal Bar Association
(FBA) Thurgood Marshall
Memorial Moot Court
Competition

2010
Emory University
School of Law Civil Rights
and Liberties Moot
Court Competition

2015
FBA Thurgood
Marshall Memorial
Moot Court
Competition
2014
FBA Thurgood Marshall
Memorial Moot Court
Competition

Robert R. Merhige Jr.
National Environmental
Negotiation
Competition

William W.
Daniel National
Invitational Mock
Trial Competition

2016
ABA National
Appellate Advocacy
Competition
Summer 2017

2017
ABA National
Appellate
Advocacy
Competition

FBA Thurgood Marshall
Memorial Moot Court
Competition
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St. Mary’s University has a legacy of producing
world-class medical professionals. Excellent
academics and personal relationships are the key.

by Alex Z. Salinas (B.A. ’11)
St. Mary’s University-educated men and women in the health professions have an
impact felt far and wide. Examples abound, from Paul Saenz, D.O. (B.A. ’79), the San
Antonio Spurs’ team physician who has kept players healthy on the way to five NBA titles,
to Sylvia Villarreal, M.D. (B.A. ’72), the pediatrician-owner of a clinic in Taos, New Mexico,
who treats under-served and chronically ill children.
The University has long been known for excelling at preparing students for medical,
dental and graduate programs. While many factors are behind the Department of
Biological Science’s formula for fostering successful graduates, it starts with having a
clear-cut objective.
“Our goal is to provide people with a well-rounded, faith-centered scientific education
that allows them to enter a range of health professions, graduate education, teaching jobs
at schools, and jobs in industry,” said Winston Erevelles, Ph.D., Dean of the School of
Science, Engineering and Technology.

MENTORING, FOR THE WIN
Because professors are tasked with educating students, they are among the biggest —
and perhaps most important — drivers of success for Biology students at St. Mary’s.
Take, for example, Biology junior Geyner “Andres” Gaona, who credits Biological
Science Professor Colette Daubner, Ph.D., for taking an interest in his success.
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She graduated first in her class and scored
high enough to select any medical specialty,
but her heart was set on general practice. She
began her residency at Texas A&M in College
Station this July, and plans to become a smalltown family physician.
“I could’ve done anything I wanted, but I
want to do something where I’m happy and
helping others,” she said. “As an osteopathic
physician, I’m focused on the whole patient.
St. Mary’s is aligned with developing the
person as a whole, so they prepared me well
for my career as a doctor.”
For Macrini, successful outcomes like
Mathewson’s are the goal.
“Nothing makes us happier,” Macrini said.
“Of course, the rigor of our curriculum has
been essential for preparing our students for
medical, dental, graduate or other professional
programs after they leave St. Mary’s, but our
faculty are especially invested in our students’
success.”
“I still get nervous for my students who
take the MCAT,” he added.

PREPARATION IS KEY
Long known for preparing students well
for medical and dental schools, in 2009,
St. Mary’s faculty approved Biology
curriculum changes that would even better
prepare students for post-graduate studies.
One of the required courses for sophomores
is Cell and Molecular Methods, in which
professors bring their own original research
to class so that students learn techniques
from them firsthand, said Tim Raabe, Ph.D.,
Professor and Chair of Biological Sciences.
This is how St. Mary’s implements what’s
known as a Course-Based Undergraduate
Research Experience (CURE), which helps
students understand core Biology concepts and
encourages them to become active in research.
“CUREs are especially beneficial to
students in advanced courses,” Raabe said.
“Students learn to put together poster abstracts
and present them, which develops disciplinary
socialization skills they will use throughout
their careers.”

continued on Page 16
Photo by Josh Huskin

Soon after arriving at St. Mary’s, Gaona’s
financial situation changed, and he wasn’t sure
he could afford to stay.
“But Dr. Daubner and (Physics Professor)
Dr. Richard Cardenas got me into the Honors
Program, which granted me more scholarship
money, so I could stay,” he said.
Gaona, who is a first-generation college
student from a single-parent household, said
that as a high school student, he “didn’t know
anything about SATs or the college application
process.” Navigating higher education was
challenging but having professors who were
involved made all the difference. Feeling like
he received a second chance, he hit the books
even harder than before, earning a 4.0 GPA
his first semester.
“Dr. Daubner was one of the first professors
to build my self-esteem,” Gaona said. “She
noticed the work I was putting in and gave me
confidence.”
Gaona was recently accepted into the
prestigious Joint Admission Medical Program
(JAMP), which prepares promising college
students for medical school, and spent his
summer taking MCAT preparation courses at
Texas A&M University in College Station.
For Kristyn Mathewson, D.O. (B.S. ’12),
who came to St. Mary’s from Hawaii, leaving
her friends and family far away, she had no
idea what to expect when she arrived.
A Biology and Exercise and Sport Science
double major, Mathewson joined the Honors
Program and the Marianist Leadership
program, and found that she could connect
with professors on a personal level.
“They were all so approachable,” she said.
“It made the transition to college much easier.”
Mathewson conducted research alongside
Associate Professor of Biological Sciences Ted
Macrini, Ph.D., forming a mentor relationship
that helped define her St. Mary’s experience.
“There was always someone willing to help
me get involved with research in the Biology
Department,” she said. “They weren’t just
professors; they were family.”
After St. Mary’s, Mathewson earned a
Master of Medical Science in 2013 from the
University of North Texas (UNT) Health
Science Center at Fort Worth and recently
graduated from UNT’s College of Osteopathic
Medicine with a Master of Public Health and
a doctorate in Osteopathic Medicine.

Kristyn Mathewson, D.O. (B.S. ’12), who began her medical residency this summer, credits her
mentor, Associate Professor Ted Macrini, with helping her succeed at St. Mary’s and beyond.
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The histology images at right and on the previous pages
depict cross-sections of the nasal cavity of a tammar
wallaby (Macropus engenii). They are being used in
research by senior Biology major Jenna Hopwood, who is
examining the evolutionary development of the wallaby’s
ethmoid bone, which is located at the base of the nose.
The research has implications for better understanding
the evolution of marsupials in particular and mammals in
general. Hopwood is working with Associate Professor
Ted Macrini, Ph.D., on the project.

Most St. Mary’s students who are interested
in health careers are Biology majors. For these
students, a number of cooperative partnership
programs, known as pre-health professional
programs, are available.
Some of them include the Dental Early
Admission Program (DEAP) and the Health
Professions Early Acceptance Program, which
allow students to earn a bachelor’s degree
from St. Mary’s in four years or less before
matriculating at a partnership school to
continue their education.
Combined Sciences senior Millie Garcia
is one such student who has benefited from a
pre-health professional program. Garcia, also
a first-generation college student, applied to
DEAP and was accepted the summer before
her sophomore year.
She described DEAP as a “training camp
for dental school.” Garcia has completed most
of her advanced Biology courses and, after she
graduates from St. Mary’s, she will matriculate
at UT Health San Antonio’s School of
Dentistry.
“I’ve had so much support from family
and friends, and faculty who are an excellent
resource with their backgrounds and rich life
experiences,” she said.
In addition to a growing range of
programming, the School of Science,
Engineering and Technology has a pre-health
professions adviser who meets regularly with
Biology majors to discuss their academic
progress and helps them identify and apply to
programs that match their skills and plans.
“Students can be intimidated by professors
and may not ask for help,” Raabe said. “Having
a (non-faculty) adviser for Biology majors has
made a big difference in that initial contact.”
16 | w w w. s t m a r y t x . e d u

LEARNING FROM THE BEST
One of the best ways to learn something is
to learn it from the best, and that is the idea
behind the Preceptorship course, which was
launched in spring 2016.
For an entire semester, students are paired
with St. Mary’s alumni working in the medical
field to observe and shadow them and develop
a mentor relationship.
Gaona worked with Joseph Diaz, M.D.
(B.A. ’79), at his private practice, Allergy,
Asthma & Immunology Associates of South
Texas. There, Gaona helped redesign patient
intake forms and interact with patients.
“After spending a few hours with patients
in his clinic, I thought, ‘I have to do more of
this,’” Gaona said.
His Preceptorship gave him the real-world
experience he needed to determine his own
path forward, and Gaona is now interested in
helping underserved communities.
Kelly Morales, M.D. (B.S. ’99), is also
a Preceptorship mentor. After serving in
the U.S. Army Medical Corps for 13 years,
Morales opened her own obstetrics and
gynecology practice in San Antonio in 2014.
She is thrilled to pass down what she learned
as a student at St. Mary’s, particularly the
importance of camaraderie and service to the
community.
“I love to see the light bulbs turn on,”
Morales said. “It’s really cool to see premedical students explore the science and rigor
of the profession they’re interested in. At the
same time, this is a different generation and
with that comes a different set of ideals and
culture. So, I’m learning from them as much as
they’re learning from me.”

THE IMPORTANCE
OF RESEARCH
For more than 30 years, the Maximizing
Access to Research Careers Undergraduate
Student Training in Academic Research
(MARC U*STAR) program at St. Mary’s has
been an effective driver for Biology students
who commit to work toward a Ph.D. or
M.D./Ph.D. in biomedical research fields.
Every year, MARC U*STAR provides
a new crop of outstanding students in
underrepresented groups the opportunity to
complete research alongside faculty, with the
goal of supporting them as they prepare for
post-graduate programs.
“We’re helping to increase the diversity of
the workforce in STEM fields,” said Raabe,
who oversees MARC U*STAR at St. Mary’s.
“The numbers show that the earlier you involve
students in research, you increase retention
rates, increase graduation rates and increase the
GPAs of graduating students.”
Having students conducting top-notch
research requires the right labs and equipment
— something St. Mary’s has made a priority
for STEM programs overall.
Additionally, the University received a
$5.3 million grant in 2016 from the U.S.
Department of Education through the
Hispanic-Serving Institutions STEM
Program, and a portion is earmarked for
renovating Biology labs and equipment.
Additionally, the Biology Department
has an equipment fund that has supported
about $450,000 in new equipment since it
was established in 2010, including a powerful
confocal microscope.

“I love to see the light bulbs turn on. It’s really cool
to see pre-medical students explore the science
and rigor of the profession they’re interested in.”
PRIMING THE PUMP
For the past decade at St. Mary’s, about
half of the students who applied to medical
or dental schools were accepted, well above the
national and state averages. Erevelles credits
a culture of “priming the pump” that prepares
students for post-graduate success.
For one, every year St. Mary’s offers two
versions of JAMP Pre-Medical Summer
Camps, one for high schoolers and one for
incoming St. Mary’s freshmen, exposing them
to the University and helping identify potential
future JAMP students. It creates a pipeline
of promising students, such as senior Biology
major Giselle Angermaier, who spent this

summer taking medical school-level courses
through JAMP.
Angermaier recently took the MCAT
and did well, which she credits to hard work,
valuable mentors and JAMP. Next up, she will
pick which medical school to attend.
“Without St. Mary’s, I don’t know if I
would’ve been accepted into JAMP,” she said.
“I’m so appreciative that in each Biology class
I’ve taken, the professor has taken the time to
get to know me. That’s a blessing.”
There’s also the Biology Living Learning
Community (BLLC) in Founders Hall and
the Science Living Learning Community in
Marian Hall, which have grouped Biology and

other science majors to live, study and attend
class together.
Angermaier lived in BLLC as a freshman
and remained there during her sophomore and
junior years as a mentor. For her senior year,
she’ll be the group’s community coordinator.
“Making friends who have similar interests
and goals has been really beneficial,” she said.
“Being around others who study as much as
you helps you stay focused, especially during
those long stretches into the night.”
The heart and soul of St. Mary’s is its
community, and the same is true of the
Biology program. For Morales, who used her
St. Mary’s foundation to build a successful
medical practice and mentors current students,
a legacy of mentorship might be the greatest
gift from her St. Mary’s education.
“St. Mary’s has always been about teaching,
and it’s where I learned to love education,”
Morales said. “I feel reassured that, as I get
older, I’m passing my knowledge to capable
hands.” ■

Photo by Josh Huskin

Kelly Morales, M.D. (B.S. ’99), who practices obstetrics and gynecology in San Antonio’s Medical Center, listens to a baby’s heartbeat.
Morales regularly mentors St. Mary’s students, wanting to provide support for another generation of medical professionals.
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A GIFT

GREATER
THAN GOLD

Photo by Josh Huskin

Brothers E.J. and Luis Tamez were already
close, but the challenge of end-stage kidney
failure brought them even closer and gave
E.J. a new purpose in life.
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by Robin J. Johnson (B.A. ’11, M.A. ’13)

T

hey didn’t talk much about it; it wasn’t
something either of them brought up.
Eusebio “E.J.” Tamez’s little brother, Luis, was
diagnosed with end-stage kidney disease in
2016 and, soon after, started dialysis. Yet the
brothers kept their relationship close without
discussing Luis’ condition. That lasted until
one of E.J.’s monthly trips from Del Rio to
visit his brother in McAllen: Luis’ condition
had declined to the point that he could no
longer pick up his 5-year-old son.
“That’s when something clicked in my
head,” E.J. (B.B.A. ’92) said. “Here he is, his
health is deteriorating, and what am I doing
to help him? I’m not doing much, other than
coming to see him.”
Already strong in his Catholic faith, it was
an Adoration Community Theology Service
(ACTS) retreat that reinforced the importance
of family and faith for E.J. and showed him the
path forward. It was time to have the hard talk
about Luis’ health.
“I told him, ‘You know, you’re not giving
me any feedback on whether the hospital
in McAllen is calling you, and if you’ve
been added to the waiting list or not to
receive a kidney,’” he said. So Luis made an
appointment with a transplant adviser at
Methodist Hospital in San Antonio.
At this point, the plan was for Luis to join
the kidney donation waiting list — essentially,
hoping his turn would come before his health
declined too far.
While Luis was undergoing testing and
preparation at Methodist Specialty and
Transplant Hospital, a doctor asked E.J. if
he had thought about being a kidney donor
for his brother. Without hesitation, E.J.
agreed to the screening.

Growing up in Monterrey, Mexico, the
Tamez family moved to San Antonio when
E.J. was in high school. Eventually, his mother
became homesick, so the family moved back,
but E.J., the oldest of four boys, stayed in
San Antonio to continue his education. He
graduated from St. Mary’s University in 1992
with a degree in International Business.
During that time, Luis moved back to San
Antonio to be with his brother, moving in with
E.J. and working together at the same

restaurant. The duo even helped each other out
financially, including Luis pitching in to buy
E.J.’s textbooks for college.
After a few years, Luis moved back to
Mexico and married, while E.J. moved around
Texas. However, the two remained close.

During that initial visit to Methodist
in December 2016, without Luis knowing,
doctors screened E.J. to see if he was a
donor match. E.J. put the outcome in God’s
hands: “If God wants me to do this, the sign
is that I’m going to be a match.” He was a
100-percent match.
E.J. then dedicated his time to researching
live organ donations, not yet telling his brother
what he was considering. E.J. learned that
many patients died while waiting for a kidney,
and that live organ donation was much rarer
than deceased organ donation, even though
live donations have better outcomes. He met
an advocate who had successfully donated a
kidney, easing E.J.’s fears about the process.
The donor from Michigan, who became
E.J.’s confidant through the process, had
donated to a total stranger, and encouraged
two others to do the same. That relationship
inspired E.J. to become an advocate for live
organ donation, encouraging others to see the
opportunity to help those waiting for a kidney.
Once physicians determined Luis was
healthy enough to go through the surgery, the
brothers underwent the transplant on March 1,
2017 — Ash Wednesday — just three months
after E.J. was first screened as a potential
donor. Reaffirmed by his faith, E.J. received
his ashes in the recovery soon after waking
from surgery.
After the surgery, Luis said, “You get used
to being sick, and you don’t know what it is to
be healthy anymore — until you are.”
“That touched me very deeply,” E.J. said.

A half-marathon and half-Iron Man athlete
before surgery, E.J. regained his strength to
compete (and win) a relay race with his family.
Luis has also gained his life back, going to
the beach with his family and cycling up to 8
miles a day.

Photo above: E.J. Tamez, left, and his brother,
Luis, walk arm-in-arm down a hospital hallway
on the day of their kidney removal and kidney
transplant surgeries in March 2017.
Photo at left: E.J., left, and Luis.

Luis expressed his gratitude for his big
brother’s selflessness in an emotional letter,
reiterating what he told E.J. after the surgery,
“Thank you for giving my kids their father
back.”
In the months since the successful
transplant, Luis, who would otherwise have
been on a waiting list for five years or more,
and E.J. have become spokesmen for live donor
transplants, speaking at conferences about
their experience. An avid motorcycle rider,
E.J. has used his hobby to further advocate and
plans to create a motorcycle club for kidney
donors and those screened to become donors.
“If we are able to help one or two people
out there, my brother and I, that’s going to
make a huge difference to somebody,” E.J. said.
“Knowing that you did everything you could
to help someone else regain their life — I don’t
think there’s any kind of money out there that
can pay for that.” ■

To learn more about
live organ donation,
call 1-844-746-3338
or visit sahealth.com/
kidneylivedonor.

BUILDING A
VALUE NETWORK
One of the oldest and most successful food service companies
in the nation has partnered with St. Mary’s University to provide
valuable internship and job opportunities to students.
by Alex Z. Salinas (B.A. ’11)
Blair Labatt III, director of information
technology at one of the largest food service
distributors in the nation, personally visits
St. Mary’s University each year to handpick
Engineering students to intern at Labatt Food

Service’s San Antonio headquarters.
Considering the company is the
10th-largest food service distributor in the
nation, with more than $1 billion in annual
sales, it’s a surprisingly hands-on approach.

For Labatt III, the annual trip to the
St. Mary’s campus to interview candidates
and select interns helps ensure the thirdgeneration, family-owned business keeps
its edge.
Although the partnership officially
launched during the 2014-2015 academic
year when the food service company first
sponsored a few Engineering students’
senior research projects, his connection
to the University started years earlier.
Labatt III remembers attending a
basketball summer camp at St. Mary’s as a
kid, a positive experience that left a lasting
impression. Years later, when Rafael Moras,

for our students.”
Flor Jurado (B.S. ’17) and Abdulaziz
Alamoudi (B.S. ’17) were hired this summer
and are now among about 20 Rattler alumni
working at Labatt, including St. Mary’s
Athletics Hall of Famer Gary Tomaszewksi
(B.B.A. ’77).
After Jurado completed an internship
during which she improved processes for
a barbacoa production line, she signed
on as the first business analyst for a new
Labatt subsidiary Direct Source Meats,
a 65,000-square-foot, $28 million meat
cooking facility in San Antonio.
Jurado said her internship with Labatt
helped her grow as an engineer and a
problem-solver.
“Their attitude was, ‘Go observe and
learn, and come back to us with what you find.’
Sometimes you have to find the answers on
your own, and they allowed me to do that,”
she said.
It’s this “go-getter” mentality, Labatt III
said, that separates St. Mary’s students
from the rest.
“St. Mary’s does a great job of instilling
values and technical learning in their
students,” he said. “They have an incredible]

appetite for work and resilience in the
face of challenge. It’s clear that a lot of
character development happens while they’re
on campus.”
Take it from Breann Field (B.S. ’03),
Labatt’s vice president for purchasing and
marketing, who first joined the company
in 2004.
“My Industrial Engineering degree from
St. Mary’s prepared me by giving me a toolkit
I could rely on to create simple solutions to
complex problems,” Field said.
The next big thing for Labatt involves
integrating robotics in its processes and
warehouses. While that will increase the
demand for employees with specialized
education, the company’s greatest need still
comes down to a person’s ability to think
outside the box — something St. Mary’s takes
pride in developing in its students.
“There’s always a need for very smart people
with values,” Labatt III said. “The technical
skills needed will change but the work ethic,
integrity and values will not, and that’s why
our relationship with St. Mary’s is strong
and will get stronger over time.” ■

Photo by Bill Sallans

Ph.D., Professor of Industrial Engineering,
offered him a chance to co-instruct a course
on workplace ergonomics, Labatt III happily
accepted. It started a professional relationship
and personal friendship that is now serving
both the company and the University’s
students well.
With Labatt’s five major distribution
centers and a large fleet of trucks delivering
goods to schools, hospitals, military bases and
many other businesses across five states, the
company’s reach is ever-growing, as is its need
for bright young minds.
Whether it’s enhancing software to
calculate more efficient routes for drivers or
building a proprietary cloud system from
scratch through which employees can better
collaborate ideas, “Labatt wants talent. They
want brainpower,” Moras said.
Internships at Labatt provide a unique
chance for students to learn the latest and
greatest in automated warehousing and
transportation technology, Moras said.
“Our dream is that every student gets to
do deep engineering work by the time they
graduate,” he said. “Because Labatt is an
innovator in its field, our partnership with
them has been a tremendous résumé-builder

More than 20 St. Mary’s University alumni now work at Labatt, including (from left to right) Alejandro De la Fuente (M.S. ’16),
Joel Garcia (B.S. ’06), Angelica Sanchez (B.S. ’09, M.S. ’11), Miguel Angulo (M.S. ’17), Mayra Parada (B.S. ’08, M.S ’11),
Angel Hernandez (B.S. ’15), Michael Herrera (B.S. ’16), Breann Field (B.S. ’03), Leslie Lu (B.B.A. ’12), Daniel Cantu (B.A. ’10),
Flor Jurado (B.S. ’17), Gary Tomaszewski (B.B.A. ’77) and Leanne Fuentes (B.B.A. ’16).
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CLASSNOTES alumni news
1960				
Herman F. Curiel, Ph.D., B.A., Norman, Oklahoma,
is Professor Emeritus at the University of Oklahoma,
where he continues to teach a course each semester in
social work. Curiel wrote that Brother Herbert Leies,
S.M., was his mentor while he attended St. Mary’s
University, which led him to a career in social work.

1961				
Anthony J. Pansza, B.S., Centerville, Ohio, has
shared that he and his wife, Brenda, who have
been married 33 years, have eight children and 15
grandchildren. Pansza worked for 33 years for the
U.S. Air Force and NASA, including working on
the Apollo Space Program. He earned a master’s
in Logistics Management from the Air Force
Institute of Technology and later joined the Senior
Executive Service as a civilian. Since retiring from his
professional career in 1994, he has run a business,
has been licensed as both a life insurance agent and
a substitute teacher, and has taught for seven years.
In 2009, he retired completely. He and his wife live
on the Pansza Mini-farm in Warren County, Ohio,
raising chickens and growing vegetables.

1965				
Clifford M. Tebeau, Ph.D., B.S., St. Charles, Illinois,
and his wife, Mary Mitchell, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary. They have two grown sons,
Craig, who is a veterinarian, and Christopher, who is a
physician. Tebeau retired from the field of industrial
chemistry and teaches at a local college.

1974				
Thomas D. Gulley, B.B.A., San Antonio, has retired
from Audie L. Murphy Memorial VA Hospital as
a registered nurse after 28 years of active federal
service.

1975				
Larry W. Harrison, J.D., Sugar Land, was honored
as a distinguished alumnus of Bay City Independent
School District for his professional, community and
educational accomplishments.

1978				
Dawn B. Finlayson, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with Barton, East & Caldwell P.L.L.C., has been
named by the San Antonio Bar Foundation as a
2017 Fellow. The Fellows serve as “patrons of the
charitable heart of the legal community,” and whose
financial support makes a difference in expanding
civics education, filling the gap for access to justice
and supports the pipeline for future leaders in the
San Antonio legal community.

John M. Vaught, J.D.,
Denver, a member of the
St. Mary’s University Board
of Trustees and a partner at
Wheeler Trigg O’Donnell, has
been voted president-elect of
the Colorado Bar Association
for the 2017-2018 term,
which started July 1. Vaught
will serve as president of the
association for the 2018-2019
term. He was previously president of the Denver Bar
Association in 2014-2015.
In 2011, Vaught, who is a Vietnam veteran, helped
establish the Colorado Bar Association’s Colorado
Lawyers for Colorado Veterans program, which
provides pro bono and reduced-fee legal service to
the state’s veterans, active-duty service members and
their families.

1979				
David V. Jones, J.D., San Antonio, has joined the
San Antonio office of Akerman LLP as a partner
in its Litigation Group.
Valin L. Woodward, J.D., New Braunfels, has joined
the law firm Langley & Banack, Inc., in its New
Braunfels office, where her practice will focus on
family law, including divorce, property divisions, child
custody, child support, enforcement, modification,
paternity, grandparent access, termination and
adoptions, and pre- and post-marital agreements.

1981				
Graham Quisenberry, J.D., Fort Worth, was
re-elected presiding judge of the 415th Judicial
District Court for Parker County.

1982 				
Steven C. Lewis, J.D., San Antonio, who is chairman
of the board of Jefferson Bank and a longtime Texas
Wildlife Association official, has been selected as
the Harvey Weil Sportsman Conservationist of
the Year by the Rotary Club of Corpus Christi.
The award honors individuals who have been
leading conservationists in either marine or wildlife
environments. Lewis is currently a director of the
Texas Wildlife Association, Trustee of the Texas
Wildlife Association Foundation, director of Texas
Agricultural Land Trust and an emeritus member
of the Cibolo Nature Center’s Board of Trustees.
Sharon Thomas, B.A., J.D. ’85, San Antonio,
principal and owner of Breckenridge Thomas Law
Office, has been appointed by Gov. Greg Abbott
to the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement, a
state regulatory agency established to enforce and
institute standards to ensure the people of Texas are
served by highly trained and ethical law enforcement,
corrections and telecommunications personnel.

1983				
Edward W. Roush Jr., J.D., Spring, has been inducted
into the Truman High School Hall of Fame for his
achievement in tennis.
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1984				
Hector Amaya, B.A., San Antonio, has been
promoted to director of sales for the San Antonio
Coca-Cola market unit.
Paula Gold-Williams, B.B.A., San Antonio, CEO of
CPS Energy, was included in a photo essay appearing
on mySA.com in celebration of International
Women’s Day on March 8, 2017, as one of 18 women
who have helped shape San Antonio.

1985				
Alan Kristynik, B.A., Victoria, is president and
owner of Kristynik IPM Global, LLC, a global
integrated program management consultancy, which
supports programs within the U.S. departments of
Environmental Protection, Defense, Energy, Health
and Human Services, Education and centers for
Medicare and Medicaid, and serves clients in the
U.S., the United Kingdom and Finland.

1986 				
R. Christopher Clark, J.D., San Antonio, has
joined the corporate law team at the firm of Barton,
East & Caldwell P.L.L.C. Clark’s practice includes
representing individuals, privately held corporations,
partnerships and other business entities in a variety
of matters.
Christopher M. Flood, J.D., Houston, an attorney
and partner at the Flood & Flood law firm in Houston,
has been appointed by Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick to the
Texas Ethics Commission.
Christina Ramirez-Romo, B.A., San Antonio,
retired in January 2017 after a 30-year teaching
career primarily in the Edgewood Independent
School District.
Kenneth S. Saks, B.B.A., J.D. ’89, LL.M. ’03,
San Antonio, a partner at Oliva, Saks, Garcia
& Curiel, LLP, and a member of the St. Mary’s
University Board of Trustees, was appointed by
Gov. Greg Abbott to the Texas Judicial Council,
which studies and looks for ways to improve the
court system in Texas, while also investigating and
reporting on matters referred to the council relating
to the court system.

1987				
Judith Happe, B.A., South River, New Jersey,
was recognized for the second year in a row as one
of the “10 Best Attorneys: Client Satisfaction Award
for Exceptional and Outstanding Client Service”
by the American Institute of Family Law Attorneys.
An attorney for 19 years, Happe devotes her New
York City practice to matrimonial and family law.
Joan Labay-Marquez, B.A., J.D. ’90, San Antonio,
was recently named as a member of the Graduate
Students and New Professionals Review Board of
the NASPA Journal for Women in Higher Education.
NASPA is a national organization for student affairs
administrators in higher education.

CLASSNOTES

Stephen R. Welby, B.A., St. Louis, Missouri, has been
named chief public defender for the federal court
district covering Southern Illinois. A guest lecturer
in ethics at Washington University School of Law,
where he earned his law degree, Welby also serves on
the Criminal Justice Act panel of lawyers for the U.S.
District Courts for the Southern District of Illinois
and the Eastern District of Missouri.

1988				
Michelle (Olvera) Dart, B.A., San Antonio, is
attending the University of the Incarnate Word
pursuing a Ph.D. in Education with an emphasis in
Organizational Leadership and specialization in Early
Childhood Education.
Veronica Lopez-Estrada, Ph.D., B.A., Edinburg,
a professor in the College of Education and P-16
Education at the University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley, is one of the first three educators in the
country and abroad to be awarded the McGraw
Hill Distinguished Scholar Award.

1989				
Meliza (Trevino) Green, B.A., San Antonio, was
chosen Teacher of the Year for Hobby Middle School
in the Northside Independent School District
for the 2016-2017 school year. She serves as the
department coordinator for the English Language
Arts Department.

1991				
Christopher J. Pettit, J.D., San Antonio, founding
partner of the law firm of Chris Pettit & Associates,
has been appointed as a director of Tanager, an oil
and gas and mineral exploration company based in
Calgary, Alberta.

1992				
John C. Dulske, J.D., San Antonio, has been added
to the law firm Dykema as a contract attorney in its
government policy and practice group.

1993				

1996				

Frank Leffingwell, J.D., Round Rock, a member
of the city council and founder of Frank Leffingwell
& Associates, PC, which focuses on business
and real estate transactions, estate planning and
asset protection, will begin work this fall toward
an executive LL.M. in Taxation at Georgetown
University Law Center in Washington, D.C.

Guillermo Rey De La Garza, J.D., Mission, is
working with the Office of the Principal Legal
Advisor, Immigration and Customs Enforcement
for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

Allison L. Palmer, J.D., San Angelo, the district
attorney for the 51st Judicial District of Texas,
currently serves on the Task Force on Improving
Outcomes for Juveniles Adjudicated of Sexual
Offenses and is a member of the National District
Attorneys’ Association, Texas District and County
Attorneys’ Association and the State Bar of Texas.
Lisa Horvath Shub, J.D., Austin, has joined King &
Spalding as a partner in the Life Sciences practice.
David L. Tumlinson IV, B.A., Rancho Viejo, and
his spouse, Mariana, are excited to announce their
daughter Ashley Janene Tumlinson will be attending
St. Mary’s University in the fall as a business major.
Seana Willing, J.D., Austin, has been appointed
executive director of the Texas Ethics Commission.

1994 				
H. Gene Burkett, J.D., Dallas, for a third consecutive
year, has been honored among D Magazine’s Best
Lawyers in Dallas.
Patricia Portales, Ph.D., B.A., M.A. ’97,
San Antonio, and Jose A. Peña married at the
San Antonio Garden Center on March 4, 2017.

1995				
Shirley A. Gonzales, B.B.A., M.B.A. ’00,
San Antonio, councilwoman for the city’s District 5,
was included in a photo essay appearing on
mySA.com in celebration of International Women’s
Day on March 8, 2017, as one of 18 women who have
shaped San Antonio.

Bryan Kost, J.D., San Antonio, has been added to
the law firm Dykema as a contract attorney in its
government policy and practice group.
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1997				
Christopher “Twister” S. Marquiss, B.A., San Marcos,
has been named director of the
Common Experience at Texas State University.

1998 				
Blakely Fernandez, M.A., J.D. ’02, San Antonio,
an attorney with Bracewell LLP, has been named
by the San Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow.
The Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable heart
of the legal community,” and whose financial support
makes a difference in expanding civics education,
filling the gap for access to justice and supporting
the pipeline for future leaders in the San Antonio
legal community.
Courtney Marcus, J.D., Dallas, co-managing
partner of Weil’s Dallas office and partner in the
firm’s banking and finance practice, has been named
to the Dallas Business Journal’s 2017 Dealmakers
list, a first-ever ranking that recognizes fewer than
three dozen of the Dallas/Fort Worth area’s most
outstanding mergers and acquisitions legal and
business professionals.
Soña Ramirez, B.A., J.D. ’02, San Antonio, an
attorney with Strasburger & Price LLP, has been
named by the San Antonio Bar Foundation as a
2017 Fellow. The Fellows serve as “patrons of the
charitable heart of the legal community,” and whose
financial support makes a difference in expanding
civics education, filling the gap for access to justice
and supporting the pipeline for future leaders in the
San Antonio legal community.

1999				
Rosemarie Alvarado, B.A., J.D. ’02, San Antonio,
was elected to the 438th Judicial District Court,
Bexar County in the November 2016 general
election and sworn into office Jan. 1, 2017.
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“They were all our brothers.”
In the spring 2017 issue of Gold & Blue, we asked for photo submissions from
our alumni’s time at St. Mary’s University. We received several submissions,
but this one was a staff favorite. Sent in by Michael Grumich (B.A. ’68), he
gives the photo context: “I was in the Marianist scholasticate from 1964 until
graduation in 1968. Initially, we lived in Charles Francis Hall, until it became
too small for the 50-plus scholasticates of the time. My junior year, we moved
into a new, larger scholasticate for 200, which is now Treadaway Hall.”
Grumich said that the photo was taken in spring 1965 in front of Charles Francis
Hall. Amazingly, he has identification for everyone in the photo. He said, “We
have all the names because we lived together 24/7. They were all our brothers.”
Top row, left to right: Jim Prag, Bill Habetler, Jim Burkholder, Ralph Siefert,
Gene Allard, Jim Jaeckle, Pete Knese, Jerry Mueller. Second row: Ray
Vuylsteke, Eduardo Arens, Al Bryd, Joe Devita, Mike Boyle, Jim Hilke, Tom
Androlewicz, Bob Ballinger, Larry McBride. Third row: Mike Aten, Tom
Gass, Marty Wind, Bill Biedenstein, Mike Murphy, Bob Risch, Mike Bober,
Jeff Schrank, Larry Doersching, Mike Heeley. Fourth row: Dave Hope,
Toby Johnson, Brother Gene Meyer, S.M., Herb Bosch, Arnie Koch, Mike
Krzewinski, Steve Travis, Howard Major, Ron Saunders, Jim Lemense. Fifth
row: The Rev. Quentin Hackenworth, S.M., Brother Pierre Whitekamp, S.M.,
Dave Pozzi, Jim Shaw, Mike Grumich, Ted Ostrowski, Roger Bau, Brother
Ken Jung, S.M., Pat O’Malley. Bottom row: Mark Monfrey, Dave Bender,
Joe Sheehan, Al Skroska, Fernando Alvarado, Tom Klingert, Bob Zacher,
Charlie Murphy, Jim Maus, Daniel Murguia.
Do you have a photo to share? Send it to us and we’ll consider it for a future
issue. Send photos digitally to gfarrell@stmarytx.edu or mail to Gina Farrell,
University Communications, St. Mary’s University, One Camino Santa Maria,
San Antonio, Texas 78228. Mailed photos will be returned, so please include a
return address.
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Santos Vargas, B.A., San Antonio, an attorney with
Davis & Santos, P.C., has been named by the San
Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow. The Fellows
serve as “patrons of the charitable heart of the legal
community,” and whose financial support makes a
difference in expanding civics education, filling the gap
for access to justice and supporting the pipeline for
future leaders in the San Antonio legal community.

2000				
Marco D. Flores, J.D., and Manuel A. Pelaez Prada,
J.D., San Antonio, have formed the law firm of Flores
& Pelaez Prada, PLLC.
Stephen R. Walker, J.D., Lufkin, has joined the law
firm of Chandler, Mathis & Zivley and will focus on
business and personal injury litigation.

2001				
Melissa D. Cabello-Havrda, B.A., J.D. ’07,
San Antonio, co-founder and partner in the law firm of
Casner & Cabello Havrda, PLLC, has been selected by
the St. Mary’s University School of Law Young Alumni
Council to its inaugural “10 Under 10” class for her
commitment to the School of Law, the community and
the profession.
Julie A. Funai, J.D., Las Vegas, has joined the
Las Vegas office of law firm Lipson, Neilson, Cole,
Seltzer, Garin, P.C., as an associate attorney.
Lt. Col. Eric V. Kreitz, U.S. Army, B.A., Homestead,
Florida, who received his commission through the
St. Mary’s University Rattler Battalion ROTC
program, has been selected to command the 6th
Psychological Operations Battalion (Airborne), which
is under the U.S. Army Special Operations Command
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

Juan R. Stillman, B.B.A., Corpus Christi, has joined
the Gutierrez Law Firm, where he represents victims
of automobile and workplace accidents out of the
Alice and Corpus Christi offices of the firm.

2002 				
Tricia (Garcia) Choudary, B.S., San Antonio, and Ahsan
Choudary were married on Dec. 3, 2016. Tricia works
as a clinical research nurse at San Antonio Military
Medical Center’s Institute of Surgical Research.
Priscilla Guajardo Cortez, J.D., Austin, has been
selected to lead Volunteer Legal Services of Central
Texas, which helps low-income people access the civil
justice system by providing volunteer attorneys who
donate legal advice and representation.
Kristal C. Thomson, J.D., San Antonio, a family law
specialist, has joined Langley & Banack Inc. She also
was named one of the San Antonio Business Journal’s
40 Under 40 Class of Professionals.
Michael Vallejo, B.B.A., Winter Park, Florida,
and Kristyna Vallejo welcome daughter Gabrielle
Kathleen Vallejo, born Feb. 16, 2017.

2003				
Julia (Zuniga) Alderete, B.S., Del Rio, and Ricardo
Alderete welcome daughter Alejandra Carolina
Alderete, born Jan. 23, 2017.
Frank J. Castro, J.D., San Antonio, has been elected
399th District Court Judge for Bexar County.
Daniel Guzman, B.A., New York, and Rajani
Kumaraswamy welcome son Cruz Krishna
Kumaraswamy, born July 19, 2016.
Dana (Tamez) Marquez, B.A., and Jose Marquez Jr.,
B.A., Dallas, welcome daughter Ruth Maria Marquez,
born Dec. 30, 2016.

2004				
Howard Alan “Al” Goodman, Ph.D., Concord, New
Hampshire, was recently elected as the president of
the American Mental Health Counselors Association
(AMHCA). He was appointed president-elect in
July and will assume the presidency in July 2018.
The AMHCA is the largest and leading national
organization for clinical mental health counselors,
supporting licensed clinical mental health
counselors with advocacy, education, leadership and
collaboration, and students who are seeking to enter
into the discipline as licensed professionals.
Cynthia (Enriquez) Herrera, B.B.A., Rancho
Cucamonga, California, and Brian Herrera welcome
son Austin Fernando Herrera, born March 29, 2017.

2005				
Noah Almanza, B.B.A., San Antonio, is the vice
president of innovation and strategic alliances
for Centro San Antonio, a nonprofit community
development corporation involved in downtown
issues and initiatives.
Amber Gonzales, B.A., San Antonio, and Samuel
Flores welcome son Lucas Arturo Flores, born
Jan. 1, 2017.
Jesse “Tobias” Martinez, M.D., B.S., Fultondale,
Alabama, has joined the faculty of the University
of Alabama at Birmingham School of Medicine’s
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral
Neurobiology as an assistant professor, and will
hold the title Director of Psychiatric Consultation/
Liaison and Emergency Services at Children’s
Hospital of Alabama.

2006 				
Dan G. Blake Jr., J.D., Houston, is an oil and gas
attorney at the Houston-based law firm Coats Rose.

Arthur L. Bryan II, B.A., Houston, with Bechtel Oil,
Gas and Chemicals, Inc., has been named by the
San Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow. The
Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable heart of
the legal community,” and whose financial support
makes a difference in expanding civics education,
filling the gap for access to justice and supporting the
pipeline for future leaders in the San Antonio legal
community.
Roland F. Gonzales, J.D., San Antonio, has been
promoted to principal at Cokinos | Young, where his
civil practice includes commercial and construction
litigation, insurance defense, products liability, labor
and employment, municipal law, arbitration advocacy,
and public and government affairs.
Jaclyn (Iacovino) Macioce, B.A., Cranberry
Township, Pennsylvania, and Thomas Macioce
welcome daughter Carmella Vina Macioce, born
Oct. 18, 2016.
Ty Sheehan, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney with
Hornberger Fuller & Garza Inc., has been named
by the San Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow.
The Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable heart
of the legal community,” and whose financial support
makes a difference in expanding civics education,
filling the gap for access to justice and supporting
the pipeline for future leaders in the San Antonio
legal community.
Lorien Whyte, J.D., San Antonio, a partner with
Pozza & Whyte PLLC, has been named by the San
Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow. The
Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable heart of
the legal community,” and whose financial support
makes a difference in expanding civics education,
filling the gap for access to justice and supporting the
pipeline for future leaders in the San Antonio legal
community.
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CLASSNOTES
Marc Whyte, J.D., San Antonio, has been appointed
to the Port San Antonio Board of Directors, which
was created to redevelop Kelly Air Force Base after
it was closed by the federal government in 2001. The
port’s goal is to create 5,000 new jobs by 2020 with
a focus on the aerospace, advanced manufacturing,
cybersecurity, defense and logistics sectors.

2007				
R. Porter Corrigan II, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with the family law firm Orsinger, Nelson, Downing
& Anderson, is making his seventh appearance on the
Texas Rising Stars list for 2017.
Juvie A. Cruz, J.D., Houston, an associate attorney
with the law firm of Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr
and Smith, has been selected by the St. Mary’s
University School of Law Young Alumni Council to its
inaugural “10 Under 10” class for his commitment to
the School of Law, the community and the profession.
Kimberly P. Mabel, J.D., McKinney, has been
selected for inclusion on the 2016 Texas Rising Stars
list, becoming one of only 2.5 percent of lawyers
in the state to be honored with this distinction.
Chris R. Marrou, J.D., San Antonio, former news
anchor for KENS 5 TV for more than 35 years, will
serve as anchor for The Texas Monitor news desk, a
new investigative media outlet launched in Houston
to cover public integrity in state and local government.
Cassandra “Cassie” R. Ross, J.D., Austin, has been
elected to firm partnership at Jackson Walker in their
Austin office.
J. Barrett Shipp, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with Heinrichs & De Gennaro, P.C., has been named
by the San Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow.
The Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable heart
of the legal community,” and whose financial support
makes a difference in expanding civics education,
filling the gap for access to justice and supporting
the pipeline for future leaders in the San Antonio
legal community.
Paul M. Townsend, J.D., Austin, is the director
of public policy at Children’s Hospital Association
of Texas.
Henry Van de Putte, B.A., San Antonio, has been
selected as the new executive director for the
American Red Cross serving Greater San Antonio.
Rebecca J. Viagran, M.P.A., San Antonio,
councilwoman for the city’s District 3, was included in
a photo essay appearing on mySA.com in celebration
of International Women’s Day on March 8, 2017, as
one of 18 women who have shaped San Antonio.

2008				
Michael D. DeNuccio, J.D., San Antonio, an
associate attorney with the law firm of Curney,
Farmer, House & Osuna, P.C., has been selected
by the St. Mary’s University School of Law Young
Alumni Council to its inaugural “10 Under 10”
class for his commitment to the School of Law,
the community and the profession.
Andrew Froelich, J.D., San Antonio, founding partner
of the Law Office of Andrew Froelich, has been
named by the San Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017
Fellow. The Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable
heart of the legal community,” and whose financial
support makes a difference in expanding civics
education, filling the gap for access to justice and
supporting the pipeline for future leaders in the
San Antonio legal community.
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Derek Hilley, J.D., San Antonio, a partner with
Hilley & Solis PLLC, has been named by the San
Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow. The
Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable heart of
the legal community,” and whose financial support
makes a difference in expanding civics education,
filling the gap for access to justice and supporting the
pipeline for future leaders in the San Antonio legal
community.
Donald A. Kaczkowski, J.D., Fort Worth, has been
elected to the position of shareholder and director
of McDonald Sanders law firm, where his practice
focuses on business litigation, bankruptcy/creditors’
rights and insurance defense law.
Richard E. Lindner, J.D., San Antonio, an associate
attorney with Davidson Troilo Ream & Garza PC,
has received board certification in Construction Law
by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

2009				
Jillian Rowlett Denys, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, has
been selected by the St. Mary’s University School of
Law Young Alumni Council to its inaugural “10 Under
10” class for her commitment to the School of Law,
the community and the profession.
Enrique Maciel-Matos, J.D., Austin, has been
selected as “Top Attorney of the Year” for 2017 by
the International Association of Top Professionals.
Jenna L. Saucedo-Herrera, B.B.A., San Antonio,
CEO and president of the San Antonio Economic
Development Foundation, was included in a photo
essay appearing on mySA.com in celebration of
International Women’s Day on March 8, 2017, as one
of 18 women who have shaped San Antonio.
Samuel J. “Jordan” Smith, J.D., Dallas, has been
elected to firm partnership at Jackson Walker in their
Dallas office.
David A. Vanderhider, J.D., San Antonio, is a
member of Dykema’s Commercial Litigation
Practice Group in the firm’s San Antonio office
where his practice focuses on business litigation and
arbitrations related primarily to construction, real
estate, products liability, energy, and other complex
business disputes typically involving contracts and
business management.

2010				
Ashley N. Bower, J.D., San Antonio, has been
promoted to the rank of major in the U.S. Air Force.
Javier L. Herrera, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with The Herrera Law Firm, has been selected by the
St. Mary’s University School of Law Young Alumni
Council to its inaugural “10 Under 10” class for his
commitment to the School of Law, the community
and the profession.
Michael P. Repp, J.D., San Antonio, has become
partner and shareholder in the law firm of Duncan,
Bressler & Liu, Inc., where his practice concentrates
on probate, estate and trust administration, family
wealth transfer and business planning.

2011 				
Jennifer Hooker, M.P.A., Denver, is working
on a Ph.D. in Public Affairs at the University of
Colorado-Denver, where her dissertation work is
focused on representative bureaucracy and LGBTQ
representation. She was recently selected by the
Public Administration Theory Network as a fellow
for its 2017 conference in Laramie, Wyoming.

Vanessa Hernandez Kemmy, J.D., San Antonio, has
been hired as an associate attorney at The Rosenblatt
Law Firm, PC.
Shawn Mechler, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with Cowan|Mask|Blanchard, has been named by
the San Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow.
The Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable heart
of the legal community,” and whose financial support
makes a difference in expanding civics education,
filling the gap for access to justice and supporting
the pipeline for future leaders in the San Antonio
legal community.
Lauren C. Medel, J.D., Dallas, who is dedicated to
the sustainable growth of Oak Cliff, has moved the
Law Office of Lauren Medel PLLC, which includes
an all-female staff, into the community. A survivor
of a horrific car crash 10 years ago, Medel has
expertise in helping individuals with disabilities.
Jake Munn, M.B.A., Spring, has recently been
promoted to senior vice president and market
manager for Mutual of Omaha Bank, covering
the organization’s U.S. Energy and Houston/Austin/
San Antonio Commercial C&I Lending markets.
Marion M. Reilly, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with Hilliard Munoz Gonzales LLP and an adjunct
professor at St. Mary’s University School of
Law, has been selected by the St. Mary’s Law Young
Alumni Council to its inaugural “10 Under 10”
class for her commitment to the School of Law, the
community and the profession.

2012				
Antonio Anguiano, B.A., M.P.A. ’15, Fort Worth, is
a budget analyst with Tarrant County Public Health.
Daisy Chaparro, B.A., El Paso, who is licensed to
practice law in both Texas and New Mexico, is a
personal injury and employment attorney at the law
firm of Flores, Tawney & Acosta PC.
Meghan K. Kempf, J.D., Austin, staff counsel for the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission, has
been selected by the St. Mary’s University School of
Law Young Alumni Council to its inaugural “10 Under
10” class for her commitment to the School of Law,
the community and the profession.
Rebecca Rodriguez, B.S., El Paso, graduated from
the Texas Tech University Health Science CenterPaul L. Foster School of Medicine with an M.D. and
will be going to Loma Linda University in California to
complete a pediatric residency.

2013				
Frank Parks Brown, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with the Uhl, Fitzsimons, Jewett & Burton law firm,
has been selected by the St. Mary’s University School
of Law Young Alumni Council to its inaugural “10
Under 10” class for his commitment to the School
of Law, the community and the profession.
Joshua Dunn, B.A., Floresville, is beginning a
doctoral program in Media and Communications
at Texas Tech University this fall.
Nick Guinn, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney with
Gunn, Lee & Cave P.C., has been named by the
San Antonio Bar Foundation as a 2017 Fellow.
The Fellows serve as “patrons of the charitable heart
of the legal community,” and whose financial support
makes a difference in expanding civics education,
filling the gap for access to justice and supporting
the pipeline for future leaders in the San Antonio
legal community.

Tell us about your summer vacation (or new job,
new baby, new degree, new retirement … )
Lauren A. Valkenaar, J.D., San Antonio, an associate
attorney with the Norton Rose Fulbright San
Antonio branch, has been selected by the St. Mary’s
University School of Law Young Alumni Council to its
inaugural “10 Under 10” class for her commitment to
the School of Law, the community and the profession.

If you enjoy reading what your classmates are up to, then share what you are doing as
well. Submit your information at alumni.stmarytx.edu/class-notes.
We invite submissions from all alumni — undergraduate, graduate, doctoral and law.
We want to know what you are doing!

2014				

Class Notes Submission Deadlines
Fall issue: Sept. 15
Spring issue: Jan. 15
Summer issue: May 15

Lara M. Brock, J.D., San Antonio, has been
recognized as a Professional of the Year by
Strathmore’s Who’s Who Worldwide publication.
Elizabeth G. Germano, J.D., Middletown,
Connecticut, has been hired as associate
director of subcontracts management at Pratt
& Whitney Military Engines in their contracts
management organization.
Summer Bruington Greathouse, J.D., San Antonio,
an associate attorney with Dykema Cox Smith law
firm, has been selected by the St. Mary’s University
School of Law Young Alumni Council to its inaugural
“10 Under 10” class for her commitment to the
School of Law, the community and the profession.

2015				
Leon Horne III, J.D., Dallas, is employed with
the United States Small Business Administration.
Karis J. Johnson, J.D./M.P.A., Washington, D.C.,
has been selected to fill a full-time position as
legislative counsel for Texas Congresswoman Sheila

Questions? Email Candace Kuebker (B.A. ’78) at ckuebker@stmarytx.edu.

Jackson Lee. Johnson will be handling the House
Judiciary Committee portfolio and myriad of
Homeland Security, Foreign Affairs, Education,
and Women and Children’s issues.
Evelyn Oliva, B.S., Houston, is returning to
San Antonio from Houston to pursue a Master
of Physician Assistant Studies at UT Health
San Antonio.

2016				
Brittany M. Baker, J.D., San Antonio, has joined
the newly named law firm of Plunkett, Griesenbeck
& Mimari Inc., as an associate.

Tifini Cigarroa, J.D., San Antonio, an attorney
with Langley & Banack Inc., has been admitted
to the State Bar of Texas.
Kayla Gutierrez, J.D., Premont, has joined the
Gutierrez Law Firm, where she represents victims
of automobile and workplace accidents out of the
Alice and Corpus Christi offices of the firm.
Nadine G. Rodriguez, J.D., San Antonio, has joined
the Law Offices of Fidel Rodriguez Jr. as an associate.
Rodriguez will join the members of the firm on
personal injury cases, including auto trucking cases,
as well as oil field-related liability claims.

FRIENDSWE’LLMISS
1940s
1943 Arlie A. Benton Jr., B.S.C., Longview,
died Jan. 15, 2017. Virgil Jack Bleakley, CL,
San Angelo, died May 5, 2017.
1946 Raymond Joseph Wilde, B.S.C.,
Muenster, died May 16, 2016.
1949 Jack Marcel Kunkler Jr., CL,
San Antonio, died March 1, 2017. Wade
Hampton Lewis III, B.A., San Antonio, died
April 1, 2017. James Patrick Lincoln, B.S.,
San Antonio, died March 30, 2017. John R.
Monier Jr., CL, San Antonio, died Feb. 3,
2017. Philip John Sheridan, B.A., M.A. ’88,
San Antonio, died March 18, 2017.
1950s
1950 Jack Judson Jr., CL, San Antonio,
died Jan. 11, 2017. Charles John Laake Jr.,
B.B.A., San Antonio, died Jan. 26, 2017.
Jesus Ramiro Rubio, B.A., M.A. ’68,
San Antonio, died Feb. 1, 2017.
1951 Lt. Col. Robert R. Ottis, U.S. Army,
Ret., B.B.A., Houston, died April 28, 2017.
Bryan Schiller, LL.B., San Antonio, died
March 10, 2017.

1952 Paul Attanasio Sr., CL, Galveston,
died Jan. 27, 2017. Eligio de la Garza, LL.B.,
McAllen, died March 13, 2017.
1953 Albert W. Deathe, B.B.A., Overland
Park, Kansas, died Feb. 17, 2017. Gilbert
James Kissling, CL, San Antonio, died
April 2, 2017.
1956 Clyde Leo Beissner, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, died Feb. 27, 2017.
1957 Murray James Hacker, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, died May 5, 2017. Brother
Thomas Bernard Tessmer, S.M., B.A.,
San Antonio, died March 13, 2017.
1958 Joel Garza, B.B.A., San Antonio,
died Feb. 11, 2017. Edgar Leo Richardson,
B.B.A., San Antonio, died April 29, 2017.
1959 Pedro “Pico” Barrientos, B.A.,
B.S. ’60, San Antonio, died Feb. 10, 2017.
Arthur Paul Carter Jr., B.A., Plano, died
Feb. 2, 2017.
1960s
1960 Robert O’Donnell, LL.B., Garland,
died April 16, 2017.

1961 Jack Paul “J” Fly, LL.B., Waco,
died Jan. 19, 2017.
1962 Bobby Barham, B.S., Mount Forest,
Ontario, died March 13, 2017. Maj. Michael
Peralta Perez Jr., U.S. Air Force, Ret., B.A.,
Cocoa Beach, Florida, died
Jan. 16, 2017. Myron Gregory Vorpahl,
B.B.A., J.D. ’65, M.A. ’67, San Antonio,
died Jan. 19, 2017.
1963 James Derwin King, M.S.,
San Antonio, died Feb. 23, 2017.
Patricia L. Woo, B.B.A., San Antonio,
died Feb. 18, 2017.
1964 Lt. Col. Everard Rene “Ed” Groce,
U.S. Air Force, Ret., B.A., Aberdeen,
Washington, died Dec. 22, 2016.
1965 Miguel Angel Alvarez, J.D., El Paso,
died March 17, 2017. Joseph E. “Joe”
Johnson Jr., B.B.A., Johnson City, died
April 3, 2017. Richard Jones, LL.B., Falls
City, died April 18, 2017.
1966 Laura Imogene Benbow, B.A.,
San Antonio, died March 7, 2017.
Don W. Saunders, B.A./J.D., San Antonio,
died May 1, 2017.
Summer 2017
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FRIENDSWE’LLMISS
1967 Thomas R. Androlewicz, B.S.,
San Antonio, died Feb. 22, 2017.
Weldon Chapman Byrd, J.D., Austin,
died Dec. 22, 2016. Vessie Arvel Wright,
B.A., San Antonio, died April 24, 2017.

1973 Gary Joel Hill, J.D., El Paso, died
March 23, 2017. Jack Philip Lee, J.D.,
Houston, died Feb. 3, 2017. Patrick Charles
Matthews, B.B.A., San Antonio, died
April 10, 2017.

1969 Kent O. Moore, B.A., San Antonio,
died March 5, 2017.

1974 Cecil Wayne Barnes, B.B.A., San
Antonio, died Feb. 17, 2017. James “Jim”
Allen Childress, J.D., San Saba, died
Dec. 9, 2016. Charles “Chap” F. Cook,
M.B.A., Shelburne, Vermont, died Jan. 28,
2017. Elias M. Vidaurri, B.A., San Antonio,
died Feb. 17, 2017.

1970s
1970 Ernesto Fernandez, B.A., San
Antonio,died Feb. 9, 2017. Robert “Bob”
Joseph Richmond, M.A., San Antonio, died
April 3, 2017.
1971 Leonora Vesta Mrak, B.A., Castroville,
died May 7, 2017.
1972 Floyd Allen Balter, B.A., San Antonio,
died Feb. 14, 2017. Arnold J. Garcia, B.A.,
Dilley, died Feb. 27, 2017.

1975 Manuel G. Carranza, B.A., San
Antonio, died May 7, 2017. Leona B.
Duepner, B.A., San Antonio, died Feb. 23,
2017. Lt. Col. James L. Pleasants, U.S.
Army, Ret., M.B.A., Williamsburg, Virginia,
died Jan. 25, 2017.

1977 John Malloy Reeder, J.D.,
San Antonio, died April 4, 2017.
1980s
1980 Roland W. Jones, J.D., Humble,
died Feb. 9, 2017.
1982 John H. Koiner, Ph.D., M.A.,
San Antonio, died March 4, 2017.
1990s
1990 Melinda Doreen Tucker, J.D.,
San Antonio, died Jan. 17, 2017.
1992 Mark Peter Dobell Griffin, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, died March 21, 2017.
1993 Henry David Lefcourt, M.A., Keller,
died Jan. 21, 2017.
1998 Samuel Dale Jeffery, M.A., Rogers,
Arkansas, died March 9, 2017.

FONDESTFAREWELL
BROTHER JOHN TOTTEN, S.M.
Brother John Totten, S.M., died April 28, 2017, at the age of 103. He had been
a member of the Society of Mary (Marianists) for 83 years and a respected and
loved member of the St. Mary’s University community for the past 50 years.
Totten was born on Oct. 21, 1913, at Fort Monroe, Virginia. After graduating
from high school, he was considering religious life. He was attracted to the Jesuits
but was told that he needed more Latin to enter the Society of Jesus, so he enrolled
at St. Mary’s University to do his catch-up work. There he met the Marianists, and
as he wrote later, was “deeply impressed by the family spirit of the brothers.”
Totten entered the Marianist novitiate in 1933 and made his first vows in 1934.
He returned to study at St. Mary’s, completing a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics
in 1939. For the next 18 years, he taught in Marianist high schools in St. Louis
and San Antonio, before joining the St. Mary’s faculty as a professor of Philosophy.

THE REV. JOSEPH A. TARRILLION, S.M.
The Rev. Joseph A. Tarrillion, S.M., died March 2, 2017, at the age of 83 and with
64 years of vowed life. He was born in San Antonio and attended Central Catholic
High School. He received his bachelor’s degree in English from St. Mary’s University
in 1955 and immediately began teaching high school in St. Louis.
In 1962, he went to the Marianist Seminary in Fribourg, Switzerland, and was
ordained in 1966. He served for an additional year in Fribourg and then taught at Don
Bosco High School in Milwaukee. He moved into Religious Education at St. Mary’s
Parish in South Milwaukee in 1969. From 1977 until 1993, he ministered at St. Mary’s
as a professor and as chairman of the Theology Department.
In 1997, Tarrillion was called to serve as president of his high school alma mater,
Central Catholic High School, where he served until 2008.
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Denise Van Wyngaardt (B.A. ’97)

graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Political
Science and a dream to bring about meaningful
national education reform. She followed her
dream by earning a master’s degree from
Georgetown University before working in
the public policy arena of Washington, D.C.
But, as Van Wyngaardt puts it, “Life happens.”
Today, she is the CEO of Indigo IT, a successful
and growing information technology company
started by her husband. It wasn’t where she
pictured herself, but she has won accolades for
her leadership and business strategy, and credits
St. Mary’s with preparing her to see the possibilities.

internships, which are common for humanities
and social sciences majors. It will mean that
even students who are not paid can afford to
take the time for valuable experiential learning.
“I feel so fortunate and blessed to have
accomplished what I have with my husband
and our team. Along the way, we have been
helped by so many people and communities —
like St.Mary’s. I’m thankful to be in the position
to help more St. Mary’s students.”

“St. Mary’s gave me such a strong foundation
to be able to see the opportunities that came
after,” she said.

Photo by Stacy Goldberg

Now she wants future generations of St. Mary’s
students majoring in the liberal arts to have a
similar foundation. Van Wyngaardt and her
husband pledged $25,000 to provide stipends
to students who are completing unpaid

Every gift matters.
To learn more about how you can
support St. Mary’s University,
visit www.stmarytx.edu/give.
Summer 2017
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Put a ring on it
Alyssa Marie Turrieta (B.B.A. ’10, M.Jur. ’17), Daniel Lopez (J.D. ’17) and Vanessa Mendoza (B.A. ’08,
M.A. ’10, J.D. ’17) show off their new St. Mary’s University class rings, which they received during the 2017 Ring
Ceremony in April. About 90 students received their rings during the ceremony, which will be held each spring.
Undergraduate, graduate, law and doctoral students with a minimum number of completed hours, as well as
alumni, can order through www.balfour.com/stmu or call 1-866-225-3687.

